
Article of Revival of the Federal Charter of 1893 for The Wm. Clendinneng and Son Company 
(Limited)  

The Wm. Clendinneng and Son Company (Limited) is legal name of the old Clendinneng foundry in 
Montreal which became inactive in 1904. The origins of this company can be traced back to 1812 when 
Samuel Hedge, an American, started and operated a forge that made axes in early Montreal. William 
Bonner shortly after became a partner and the forge emerged into a foundry around 1834. Wm Rodden 
bought the firm in the early 1840s and it operated under the names of City Foundry and Montreal Works 
and then Wm. Rodden Company until Wm. Cledinneng, who was made a partner in 1858, was able to 
purchase the company from Wm. Rodden in 1868. From 1868, it operated under the names of W. 
Clendinneng, Wm. Clendinneng and then Wm. Clendinneng and Son Company (Limited), when William 
Sr.’’s eldest son, Wm. Clendinneng, Jr., became a partner and then President. Wm. Clendinneng, Jr is 
our father’’s (Randall Davidson Clendenning) father. In 1893, the foundry received its federal charter 
allowing it to operate across Canada, and when the foundry eventually went out of business in 1904, the 
federal charter became inactive.  

In 1987, David Clendenning, the great-great grandson of the founder, began the process of reviving the 
foundry’s old charter. He was informed by the then Department of Industry, Trade and Commerce that a 
new policy regulation had come into force that restricted revival of inactive federal charters on long- 
defunct companies. In addition, it now takes an Order-in-Council from the Cabinet of the Federal 
Government to revise any charter of an old inactive company. At this time, this project was interrupted 
and put on hold by David Clendenning’s posting to Turkey (1989-1991), and was only started up again in 
2002 with his initiative in writing the history of the Clendinneng foundry. He also recognized that an 
application to the Cabinet would most likely involve some legal advice and cost.  

Lucky, however, the Chief Registrar in Corporations Canada, Department of Industry Canada, which 
handles all revival applications, understood the historic significance of the Clendenning foundry and the 
importance of the revival of the 1893 federal charter to the family. The Chief Registrar was also able to 
find the previous correspondence between David Clendenning and Corporate Registrar which indicated 
the earlier supportive ruling for approving the article of revival of Clendinneng foundry’s federal charter. 
Fortunately, the Chief Registrar was also able to avoid the necessity of seeking an Order-in-Council and 
allowed the completion of the application for revising the 1893 federal charter.  

In the application for the Article of Revival, the information submitted had to exactly as the charter was in 
1893 including the purpose and work undertaken of the foundry, listing of the 5 original Directors and the 
original capitalization (5000 shares @ $100.00 each). Once this revision was completed and approved, it 
was then possible to change the directorship and the capitalization (David Clendenning, sole Director and 
5000 shares @ $1.00 each). The cost incurred was $320.00 ($200 revision fee and $120 for annual 
renewal fees for 2001, 2002 and 2003.) Being assist for only three years of annual fees was another 
helpful decision of Corporations Canada. The current annual renewal fee is $40 and a charge over 100 
years (from 1904 when the company went out of business) would have been a substantial amount to pay.  

The Clendenning family is extremely fortunate to have the opportunity to regain ownership of its historic 
Canadian company. With the revised federal charter, we now have a company with a lineage that traces 
its history directly back to 1812. The Wm. Clendinneng and Son Company (Limited) is now a 192 year old 
company, one of the oldest in Canada  
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